
This is a quote from Lucia, the woman whose 

house I worked at during our Upside-Down 

Serve Project a couple weekends ago.  She 

and her husband Pablo are Catholic, with an 

uppercase òC.ó  We at Lee Street are catholic 

with a lowercase òc.ó  I did not spend time 

explaining the difference to Lucia.  Could you 

explain it?  In response to her comment I 

said, òWell, Iõm not sure that is completely 

true.  There are many Catholic people who do 

wonderful things for others.ó  She responded, 

òNot things like this!ó  At that point I stopped 

making a case for kind Catholics and asked 

her if she knew why we were there.  She said 

no. 

This opened the door for me to give Lucia a 

Heidelberg Catechism lesson.  I told her we 

do these SERVE projects because we 

recognize we are sinners in deep need of 

Godõs grace.  We have been offered Godõs 

grace through the gift of Jesus Christ.  So far 

she was with me.  The third part is what 

through her for a loop.  If you know your 

catechism you will know what is coming next.  

I told Lucia that it is out of thankfulness to 
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God for His free gift of grace that we do good 

works.  These SERVE projects become an 

extension of the gracious arm of God to those 

he created. 

Sin, Salvation, and Service.  Guilt, Grace, 

Gratitude.  The first two are easy.  They take 

little time and energy.  The last one is a 

different story.  Service or gratitude show up 

in acts of kindness toward others.  In order to 

be truly grateful people we must deny 

ourselves.  Thatõs what the Upside-Down 

SERVE Project is all about.  We give up a day 

that we would normally use for ourselves and 

give it to another.  Those who are most 

thankful to God for His gift of grace had the 

most fun on their jobsite. 

I donõt believe what Lucia said is true of all 

Catholics.  But then not all Christian Reformed 

people understand the importance of 

gratitude either.  Every one of us 

òcatholicsó (little òcó) needs to be looking 

outside ourselves because that is exactly 

what God the Father did when He sent His 

Son Jesus Christ. 

Thank you Young People and leaders for 

spearheading another successful SERVE 

venture in the neighborhood in which we 

minister.  May good fruit grow where paint 

has dried and flowers have been planted. 

Pastor Kent 
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    SERVE has become one of the most humbling experiences that I have had the chance to be involved with.   

    To have the chance to SERVE alongside with the Lee Street congregation has been so encouraging.  I feel  
    truly blessed to be part of such a loving body of Christ.  It has also been incredible to see the enthusiasm  

    our Young People have shown through SERVE.  They put forth a lot of time and energy to make things  
   work.  They have really stepped up to the challenges that have been put in front of them.  I am also very honored  

   to SERVE with a group of leaders that have such a heart for our Young People and also the SERVE project.  I am  
  extremely humbled to have this chance to work alongside them. 

 
One of the most incredible ways that I have seen God working is how He plans things out for the weekend.  There has been a lot of planning 

that goes into the weekend that begins 7-8 months before the weekend even comes.  Sometimes these plans fall into place, sometimes they 
do not.  I would like to say that we have all our òDucks in a rowó well before the weekend starts.  That does not happen.  I have in my mind 
how the òDucksó should be in a row, and I try to put them there.  Sometimes God comes along and blows my òDucksó out of the water to 

make room for His!  (Iõm not sure how theological this is, but that is what it feels like.)  There were many different times this year where I did 
not see how things were going to work out.  I was frustrated at times not knowing how things were going to go.  It felt like I was trying to put 

a square peg in a round hole! 
 

At different times I had to stop and confess to God that I didnõt know what to do or what was going to happen.  I would pray that I donõt know 
what His plans are, but whatever they are I canõt wait to see them!  The plans that He had were incredible!  I love to see how He works and 

plans things out that there is no way we can anticipate!  He orchestrates events that just blow my mind!  He is truly an awesome God, and all 
the honor and glory go to Him!          Vince Douma 

 
òFor My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, declares the Lord!ó  Isaiah 55:8 



Serve has impacted me in many ways.  Last year it was one way that I 

got involved with Lee Street that helped me make the decision to join 
here.  It was a great way to get to know people of this church, and to 

do so while helping out in the community was an added bonus.  I am 
proud to be part of a church that loves to give and help others, that 

is so on fire for Christ.  And to see the lady we helped this year in 
tears because she was so grateful to us was really a gift to me. It 

helped me get out of my self-centered mind set and remember what 
being a Christian is all about.                        Holly Underhill   

The Upside-Down Serve Project is something I look forward to 

each year. 
 

We helped a single mom named Tina and her son Matthew.   
She worked right beside us and was so thankful for everything.  

The house looked so nice and the yard looked great.  There were 
so many small trees cut down and the flowering trees were 

trimmed in the back.  Flowers were planted.  It was beautiful!   
 

Tina does not have a car.  She has friends who take her to the 
store or she rides her bike.  This made me stop and think how I 
take my car for granted. 

 
I pray that Tina will see the love of Jesus through us, through the 

work we did that day.  We had a good time and believe we were 
rewarded with good memories.  Iõm thankful we could share the 

gifts God gave us.     Sharon Schippers 

When I first heard about an Upside-Down SERVE, I thought it was a 

pretty neat idea. It really encouraged me that a church would take the 
words preached on a Sunday morning and put them into action. Being 

able to lead a group was just a bonus for me. 
 

One of the best things about the weekend for me was to lead  
devotions. I know God has given me gifts in the area of leadership, so 

it was good to be able to use that for His glory. That devotional time 
was also a great way to create a deeper relationship with the group 

that I worked with on Saturday. 
 
It was also a great experience to be a servant over the weekend. 

Whether it was painting a garage, cleaning out paint brushes, or  
setting up tables in chairs, I know God used me in ways that I may not 

even be able to see the direct effects of. 
 

Through the SERVE weekend, I saw God working in many ways. One of 
the most amazing things to me was seeing the power of prayer when it 

did not rain at any of our worksites. God is so amazing and I was 
thrilled that we could share His love to those around us. And I know 

that He will take the things that we did and use them for His glory.
      Ruth Jansen 

As I thought about what to write I came up with plenty of stories 

on how I saw God through other people.  I started to wonder how 
it was that I was seeing Him through SERVE.  As I thought about 

this it brought me back to the beginning of SERVE.  We all  
wonder what Godõs will for us is, and SERVE was no different for 

me.  At first it was an idea that two people told me I was crazy to 
think we could make work.  Well, God took over and Vince  

believed it could happen too.  I am truly humbled to think that I 
was used for this purpose to further His kingdom.  Sometimes I 

wonder if I'm too prideful about SERVE but as I talk to more  
people I believe it is righteous pride.  God uses us all in different 
ways.  Every year money and budgets have to be considered and 

every year the money has been there, never too much extra but 
just enough.  Once again God takes over because it is not my 

excellent accounting skills - trust me.  And probably the most 
humbling part this year was the rain or lack of it.  I don't know if 

you ever wonder why God puts something on your heart or 
tongue.  From the beginning I truly believed it wasn't going to 

rain even though everything I saw and heard told me  
different.  As I told people this I wondered if I once again was 

crazy. Once again He stepped in because it was definitely a God 
thing.  I watch enough weather to know that it should have 
rained.  I feel it a true privilege to be used in such an awesome 

way.         Rich Steenstra 
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